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THE ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS ENTERTAIN- 
MENTS TAX REGULATION, 1951 

No. I OF 1951 

A Regulation to provide for the levy of a tax on entertainments 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of article 243 
of the Constitution, the President is pleased to promulgate the 
following Regulation made by him: — 

1. Short title, extent, commencement and application. — (1) This 
Regulation may be called the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Entertainments Tax Regulation, 1951. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. ' 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Govern- 
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

(4) It shall apply in the first instance only to the local areas 
specified in the Schedule; but the Chief Commissioner may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, direct that it shall apply to any 
other local area from such date as may be specified in the 
notification, 

2. Definitions. — In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise 
requires, — 

(1) “admission to an entertainment” includes admission to 
any place in which the entertainment is held; 
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(2) “agriculture” includes horticulture and live-stock 
breeding; 

(3) “entertainment” includes any exhibition, performance, 
amusement, game or sport to which persons are admitted on 
payment; 

(4) “payment for admission” includes — 

(i) any payment made by a person who, having been 
admitted to one part of a place of entertainment is subse- 
quently admitted to another part thereof, for admission to 
which a payment involving tax or additional tax is required; 

(ii) any payment for seats or other accommodation in a 
place of entertainment; 

(iii) any payment for a programme or synopsis of an 
entertainment; and 

(in) any payment for any purpose whatsoever 
connected with an entertainment which a person is required 
to make as a condition of attending or continuing to attend 
the entertainment in addition to the payment, if any, for 
admission to the entertainment; 

(5) “proprietor” in relation to any entertainment includes 
any person responsible for the management thereof; and 


(6) “society” includes a company, institution, club or other 
association of persons by whatever name called. 

3. Levy of entertainments tax. — (I) On and from the date on 
which this Regulation becomes applicable to any local area, there 
shall be levied, and paid ,to the Central Government, on all pay- 
ments for admission to any entertainment in any such area a tax 
(hereinafter referred to as “entertainments tax”) at the following 
rates, namely: — 


Where the payment, excluding the amount of the tax — 


exceeds two annas but does not exceed 
three annas 

exceeds three annas but does not exceed 
four annas 

exceeds four annas but does not exceed 
eight annas 

exceeds eight annas but does not exceed 
one rupee 

exceeds one rupee but does not exceed 
two rupees 


three pies, 
six pies, 
one anna, 
two annas, 
four annas. 
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exceeds two rupees but does not exceed 
three rupees 

exceeds three rupees but does not 
exceed four rupees 

exceeds four rupees but does not 

exceed five rupees 

exceeds five rupees but does not exceed 
six rupees and eight annas 

exceeds six rupees and eight annas but 
does not exceed ten rupees 

exceeds ten rupees, for every five 
rupees or part thereof in excess of the first 
ten rupees 


six annas. 

eight annas. 

twelve annas. 

one rupee. 

one rupee and 
eight annas. 

twelve annas in 
addition to 
the payment 
on the first 
ten rupees. 


(2) If in respect of any entertainment to which admission is 
generally on payment, any person is admitted free of charge or at a 
reduced charge, he shall be liable to pay the same amount of 
entertainments tax as would have been payable by him had he been 
admitted on full payment to the class to which he is entitled to be 
admitted. 


( 3 ) Where the payment for admission to an entertainment is made 
by means of a lump sum paid as a subscription or contribution to any 
society, or for a season ticket or for the right of admission to a series 
of entertainments or to any entertainment during a certain period 
of time, or for any privilege, right, facility or thing combined with 
the right of admission without further payment or at a reduced 
charge, the entertainments tax shall be paid on the amount of the 
lump sum, but where the Chief Commissioner is of the opinion that 
the payment of a lump sum or any payment for a ticket represents 
payment for other privileges, rights or purposes besides the admission 
to an entertainment, or covers admission to an entertainment during 
any period for which the tax is not payable, the tax shall be charged 
on such amount as appears to the Chief Commissioner to represent 
the right of admission to entertainments in respect of which the 
entertainments tax is payable. 

4. Manner of admission and payment.— Save as otherwise provided 
by this Regulation, no person, other than a person who has some 
duty to perform in connection with the entertainment or a duty 
imposed upon him by law, shall be admitted to any entertainment, 
except with a ticket stamped with an impressed, embossed, engraved 
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or adhesive stamp (not previously used) issued by the Central Gov- 
ernment for the purpose of revenue and denoting that the proper 
entertainments tax payable under section 3 has been paid. 

5. Penalty for non-payment of tax. — (I) No person liable to pay 
entertainments tax shall enter or obtain admission to an entertain- 
ment without payment of the tax leviable under section 3. 

(2) Any person who enters or obtains admission to an entertain- 
ment in contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall, on 
conviction be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred 
rupees and shall in addition be liable to pay the entertainment^ tax 
leviable under section 3. 

( 3 ) If any person liable to pay entertainments tax is admitted to 
a place of entertainment without payment of the tax leviable under 
section 3. the proprietor of the entertainment to which such person 
is admitted shall, on conviction be punishable for every such offence 
with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

6. Revocation of licence. — ( 1 ) Notwithstanding anything contain- 
ed in any other law, but without prejudice to the provisions of sub- 
section (1) of section 5, the district magistrate may, by order, revoke 
or suspend any licence for an entertainment granted under any law 
for the time being in force, if the proprietor of such entertainment 
is convicted under the provisions of this Regulation. 

(2) An order made under sub-section (I) shall be served upon the 
proprietor by delivering or tendering it to him or, if it cannot be so 
delivered or tendered, by affixing it on a conspicuous part of the 
premises where the entertainment is held. 

(3) Any proprietor aggrieved by^an order made under sub-section 
(1) may, within one month of its service upon him, appeal therefrom 
to the Chief Commissioner, whose decision in the matter shall be 
final. 

7. Prohibition against re-sale of ticket. — ( 1 ) Notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in any law for the time being in force, a ticket for 
admission to an entertainment shall not be re-sold for profit. 

(2) Whoever re-sells any ticket for admission to an entertainment 
for profit shall on conviction be punishable with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees. 

8. Exemptions. — (1) The entertainments tax shall not be charged 
on payments for admission to any entertainment where the Chief 
Commissioner is satisfied that — 

(a) the whole of the takings thereof are devoted “to philan- 
thropic, religious or charitable purposes without any charge on 

the takings for any expenses of the entertainment; or 
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(b) the entertainment is of a wholly educational character; 
or 


(c) the entertainment is provided for partly educational or 
partly scientific purposes by a society not conducted or establish- 
ed for profit; or 

(d) the entertainment is provided by a society which is 
established solely for the purpose of promoting the interests of 
any industry including a manufacturing industry, or of agricul- 
ture or any branch of any industry or agriculture, or of public 
health, and which is not conducted or established for profit. 

(2) Where the Chief Commissioner is satisfied that the whole of 
the net proceeds of an entertainment are devoted to philanthropic, 
religious or charitable purposes and that in calculating the net pro- 
ceeds not more than twenty-five per cent, of the gross proceeds have 
been deducted on account of the expenses of the entertainment, he 
shall repay to the proprietor the amount of the entertainments tax 
paid in respect of the entertainment. 

(3) The Chief Commissioner may, by general or special order for 
reasons to be recorded, exempt any entertainment or class of enter- 
tainments from liability to the entertainments tax. 

9. Maimer of recovery of entertainments tax. — Any sum due on 

account of entertainments tax shall be recoverable by the Chief 
Commissioner in the same manner as an arredr of land revenue. 

10. Power of entry. — ( 1 ) Any officer authorised lay the Chief Com- 
missioner for the purpose may enter any place of entertainment 
while the entertainment is proceeding, or any place ordinarily used 
as a place of entertainment at any reasonable time, with a view to 
seeing whether the provisions of this Regulation or any rules made 
thereunder are being complied with. 

(2) If any person prevents or obstructs the entry of any officer 
so authorised, he shall in addition to any other punishment to which 
he may be liable under any law for the time being in force, be liable 
on conviction before a magistrate to a fine not exceeding two hundred 
rupees. 

(3) Every officer authorised under this section shall be deemed 
to be a public servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian 
Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), 
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11. Power to make rules.— (1) The Chief Commissioner may make 
rules for securing the payment of the entertainments tax and general- 
ly for carrying into effect the provisions of this Regulation, and in 
particular — 

(a) for the supply and use of stamps or stamped tickets or 
for the stamping of tickets required to be stamped, and for 
securing the defacement of stamps when used; 

(b) for the use of tickets covering the admission of more than 
one person and the calculation of the tax thereon, and for the 
payment of the tax on the transfer from one part of a place of 
entertainment to another and on payments for seats or other 
accommodation ; 

(c) for controlling the use of barriers or mechanical contri- 
vances (including the prevention of the use of the same barrier 
or mechanical contrivance for payments of a different amount) 
and for securing proper records of admission by means of barriers 
or mechanical contrivances; 

(d) for the renewal of damaged or spoiled stamps and for 
the procedure to be followed on applications for refund under 
this Regulation or any rules made thereunder; 

(e) for the keeping of accounts of all stamps used under this 
Regulation; 

(f) for the presentation and disposal of applications for 
exemption from payment of the entertainments tax, or for the 
refund thereof; made under the provisions of this Regulation or 
any rules made thereunder; and 

(g) for the exemption from entertainments tax of any class 
of the audience or spectators. 

(2) If any person acts in contravention of, or fails to comply with, 
apy rule made under this section, he shall on conviction before a 
magistrate, be liable in respect of each such offence to a fine not 
exceeding two hundred rupees. 

12. Power to Chief Commissioner to delegate certain powers. — 

(1) Any of the powers and duties conferred or imposed upon the 
Chief Commissioner by this Regulation may be exercised or perform- 
ed, subject to such conditions as the Chief Commissioner may deter- 
mine, by any person whom the Chief Commissioner may, by general 
or special order, empower in this behalf. 
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(2) Any person aggrieved by an order made by a person to whom 
any powers are delegated under sub-section (I) may appeal to the 
Chief Commissioner whose decision in the matter shall be final. 


THE SCHEDULE 
[See sub-section (4) of section 1] 

Headquarters area including Aberdeen, Phoenix Bay, Haddo, 
Chatham, Bunyadabad, Lillypur, Delaneypur, Junglighat, Deane 
Street, Shadipur and South Point. 


RAJENDRA PRASAD, 

President. 

K. V. K. SUNDARAM, 

Secretary. 
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